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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):
The importance of post-operative care and its role in determining surgical outcomes is highlighted by data which demonstrates the wide variation in failure to rescue rates between surgical centres.  Increasingly, attention is turning towards ward-based surgical care, with recent calls being published by influential organisations such as the Royal College of Physicians as well as high impact journals such as The Lancet, to highlight the need to focus on ward rounds and patient assessment beyond the operating theatre.
It remains unclear, however, how best to tackle the question of education, assessment and markers of quality for surgical ward rounds.  The aim of this project is to identify markers of quality for post-operative care and patient assessment.  This is to be accomplished through a series of semi-structured interviews and iterative, scientific analysis.  
The student will be introduced and trained to methods of qualitative research and analysis, and will be guided in project design and execution by experienced supervisors.  They will meet and conduct interviews with a number of stakeholders and surgical experts, with scientific analysis of resulting transcripts.  It is expected that the project will result in publication in a surgical journal, as well as further opportunities for research if interested.
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